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A very big thank you to the few 
who submitted articles for this 
edition. I was almost tempted to kept 
them over to the next edition and not 
bother with Fathoms this month. 
However, with lots of padding, our 
meagre offering follows.

It’s VSAG’s Annual General Meeting 
and it’s quite important that you 
support your club and attend. We 
have a few formalities to attend to 
and if you want to have any say in 
how your club is run, you should be 

at this meeting to vote in the 
committee election or stand 

[Uli for a position yourself.

If you only manage to attend one 
meeting each year, this is the time 
to do it!

EdBor

$
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The Year That I/I/as

President’s Report Peter Vleguel

We started the year with the 
standing down of Andy as President 
and I was very fortunate to be 
invited by my peers to take the chair.

Christmas was a great trip but the 
diving wasn’t much. Our group still 
enjoyed our activities whilst we were 
away. A great weekend was had at 
Refuge Cove in March. Easter this 
year wasn't as well supported as 
other years but there were still good 
times and great diving by those that 
attended. There have been a few 
members that have drifted away but 
we have had others that have come 
aboard and we welcome them and 
hope their time within our club is

an enjoyable time was had by all in 
Warmambool. The up-coming trip 
to NSW seems to be well attended 
and we all look forward to a great

In doing so, it has been an honor 
and extremely pleasing to be able 
to run the meetings. I am very 
fortunate to have an extremely hard 
working committee with all 
committee members doing 
something worthwhile to run our 
club. Even after so many years in 
our club and after each activity that enjoyable. Our numbers are up this 
we have, I reflect on the particular year! The trip 0/S didn’t happen due 
activity and always say to to perhaps some harder times and 
myself....Wow! what a unique club, the US dollar being extremely strong 
We all get along well and all network but next year the trip to Papua New 
between each other. We also look Guinea that Mick is arranging, 
out for each other, it’s amazing. We should be a bumper trip with some 
should all cherish this quality. great diving and exciting times.

Over the past year, our club had The diving over winter has been 
some great events, some that have quite minimal due to bad weather 
changed a little, others that were not but this should improve with spring 
so well attended but that’s the way on the way. The Whale watching 
it goes and as a committee, we will weekend was a huge success and 
look at the “not so popular” activities 
and endeavor to change them.
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Thank you for your trust.

PRESIDENT PETE

The monthly meetings with our 
interesting guest speakers have 
been very well attended and it is 
obvious that all the members and 
guests that attend these meetings 
enjoy them immensely. There 
seems to be a great feeling of social 
interaction at each of these 
meetings. It’s lovely to see.

break over the Christmas/NewYear 
holiday season at Jervis Bay.

The financial position of the club is 
quite rosy as we have slightly more 
funds than this time last year and 
will probably improve if we arrange 
some extra activities.

Our Editor of the magazine, Josie, 
works extremely hard to produce a 
first class read for us all to enjoy. 
Unfortunately, some months she 
finds it extremely difficult to get 
support for her efforts. You must all 
agree that an extremely fine job has 
been done over the last 12 months. 
She deserves a medal for doing it. 
Thanks Josie.

Rememberto send the articles and 
photos for the magazine.

I won't bore you with statistics as 
that is history but the Club still 
remains strong, we do need new 
members and new blood - if you 
can help with the committee, 
please nominate and as your 
President, I look forward to another 
exciting year ahead.

I would just like to convey my 
thanks to all of the other Committee 
members who work tirelessly to 
support the club and its 
achievements. We have one 
outgoing Committee member this 
year, Helen Fryday. Thank you 
Helen for all you have done for the 
Committee, it’s much appreciated.
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Andy and Gerry did an excellent job.A still, overcast Saturday morning 
greeted us at Flinders jetty, and there 
were very few people about, which is 
always a bonus if one wishes to dive 
from the jetty, without upsetting 
fishermen.

I had originally planned to “dip" a couple 
of VSAG members on the day, but 
without any of my regular helmet dive 
mates available, I decided against this 
for safety reasons. Using helmet gear ( 
known correctly as 'standard dress’) is 
best done for the first time in a 
controlled environment such as a pool. 
So, maybe in the near future, we can 
organise a day at a pool and get some 
VSAG members in the water.

As it turned out this day, the visibility in 
the water on the high tide was very bad, 
so new helmet divers would not have 
had a great experience anyway.

There was an excellent turnout of 
members and plenty of willing hands to 
cany all of the gear from my car, up the 
jetty - thanks to everyone that helped 
out. I must give a special thanks to Leo, 
Andy and Gerry, who helped me to 
dress-in and tendered my airline and 
communications. When a dive is made 
in standard dress, the most important 
people are those on the surface, who 
look out for the diver! In this case, Leo,

Once in the water, I was joined by many 
other scuba divers with cameras, both 
video and still cameras. Alan Beckhurst 
and Dave Moore had videos, whilst 
Mary Malloy shocked me with her dose 
up and personal approach with that 
enormous wide-angle lens, right in my 
face. Way to go Mary, maybe your 
photos will disguise the poor viz and 
the water will appear as if crystal clearl

I think everyone enjoyed the experience 
and there were certainly plenty of land 
cameras to catch the topside action too. 
It was great to see so many people 
interested enough to have their photo 
taken wearing the helmet on the jetty, 
after the dive. I think we should do this 
again in a more controlled situation and 
have more members take part in the 
action.

A little information about the gear used 
this day: The helmet is US Navy Mark 
V made during WW2 in 1943. Prior to 
its restoration to current working 
condition, by Graeme Blanchard, it had 
finished its diving days in the pearl 
industry at Thursday Island, before I got 
hold of it some 18 years ago. The diving 
dress is also US Navy issue, which I 
purchased from the USA, when a diving 
training school closed down, and there

VSAG
HELMET DIVING DEMO DAY

FLINDERS JETTY 21/7/01 
DES WILLIAMS
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were still some in stock! It is made of 
two canvas layers, with a rubber middle 
layer to make it waterproof. The boots 
are also US Navy and the lead weight 
belt (26kgs) I made

Standard Dress is rarely used these 
days, as the US Navy made the gear 
obsolete about 1980, when more 
modern light-weight equipment became 
popular. Standard gear had remained 
largely unchanged from the day it was 
first used in 1828 right up until the 
1980’s! A classic example of “if it isn't 
broken, don’t fix it”, if ever I saw one.

Remarkable engineering feats were 
achieved by divers, in this heavy gear. 
Road and railway bridges were 
constructed and major infrastructure 
projects, such as drains and sewerage 
out-falls were completed, some to 
depths over 250ft using standard dress. 
The gear is rugged, simple and very

myself to a US Navy pattern. All up the 
outfit weighs in at 85KGS, so one can 
be sure it is possible to walk on the 
bottom, just like a man on the moon.

reliable. A good example of the quality 
of workmanship in the American 
helmets, such as the Mark V gear, can 
be seen at Sea World on the Gold 
Coast. Everyday, for over 20 years, the 
Mark V helmet they have there has 
been dived during their deep-sea 
theatre show. That is over 6000 dives 
and the helmet works perfectly to this 
day! And the helmet was made during 
WW2! Let’s see some of today’s 
modem dive gear last that long!
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An interesting side note, is the fact that 
during WW2, all of the Mark V helmets 
made for the war “effort” at the Diving 
Equipment & Salvage Co. (DESCO) 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, were 
produced by female workers. The 
quality of the work, particularly the 
soldering of components, was 
outstanding. They were produced 
assembly line fashion, as was much 
of the war material in those days of 
“Rita the Riveter” when the women 
kept heavy engineering and 
manufacturing going, whilst the men 
were at war.
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JULY2001
Doug Catherall

For 1 % days, we sheltered until the 
gale passed and forecasts were 
improving enough for our skipper (Tom 
- one of P J's barmen at Molino's Hotel), 
to decide on hauling up our anchor and 
sails and plotting our course for Gabo 
Island, thence 7 oil rig platforms. 
Another gale which had us at times 
surfing down some enormous waves

Refuge Cove has never looked better 
than at midnight on our second night 
out. We’d been in heavy seas and 
driving rain for 6 hours and the near 
zero temperature made for extreme 
conditions. Creature comforts were 
initially not obvious, but after a couple 
of days at sea, things such a "a warm 
cuppa, 3 hours sleep, damp not wet 
anything”, start to mean a hell of a lot.

Twos on the good sloop “Brighton Star” 
that PJ and Doug traveled far. Well, 
Sydney at least. We crewed on the Farr 
40 yacht for 2 hours short of a week, 
taking it from Brighton yacht Club to 
Rushcutters Bay.

On board, excitement included 46 know 
gales, passing Rhodondo in zero vis at 
night with 3 out of 5 rather seedy crew. 
I admit to being the First to kiss the side 
- a very disappointing fact which also 
cost me the first shout at Eden 
Fisherman's Club.

First light saw us up and at it, leaving 
Eden in a much happier frame of mind 
and with luxuries like fresh fruit and 
Mars bars. Tom and PJ couldn't wait to 
get trawling and after many designs, 
they rigged up an elastic rope which 
was attached to the handline allowing 
plenty of give for a big strike. Tom spent 
hour after hour waiting for something 
to happen but when Montague Island 
came and went, he gave up. Like a good 
movie, the sound of the handline 
running brought the crew alive and PJ

(not bad for a 40’ bay racer), then 
eventually Eden where within minutes 
of berthing we were in the Wharf Caf6 
gorging ourselves on a all-in brekky 
(11:00 am).

Next was up the hill to the Fisherman’s 
Club for hot showers and a change of 
jocks after only 5 days. It’s rumoured 
that PJ’s fell off and smashed on the 
shower floor. Anyway, a couple of beers 
and a big buy up which included food, 
VB, fruit, VB and a 40lb hand-line 
complete with a $12 lure I That night, 
we climbed the bloody hill again and 
wined and dined in Eden’s noisiest pub 
where there was no shortage of 
“characters". The meals were good but 
not as good as the thought of sleep so 
by 8:00 pm, we were all in our farters 
having the best zeds ever.

“WELL, HELLO SAILOR ”
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Good Buy Sailor

starting hauling in an 81b Kingy and 
landed it on the poop deck where our 
on-board chef “Wags” was readying 
himself for the kill and preparation. 
Sushi was served complete with 
tepinyaki paste and soy sauce. A 
second Kingy (also landed by PJ) was 
John Wasted, not a unanimous 
decision.

Winds were blowing Sth/West at 20-35 
knots and again we had to drop nearly 
all our sail in order to maximise boat 
safety. Being in sight of land now was 
reassuring, yet the time / distance factor 
seemed to be playing on our minds. 
Headlands took forever to reach and a 
3 hour sleep appeared to make little 
visual difference. Patience and more 
patience. Forget your flight PJ (your $66 
- no frills, is down the gurgler).

Anyway, the highlight of day 2 ex Eden 
was me landing a good size tuna (aobut 
a 10kg blue fin) after what seemed like 
10 minutes to drag it in. The line slicing 
through the gloves and my little pinky. 
Once landed, the deck was awash in

Since Eden, the seas had improved 
although when out over the Continental 
Shelf, the swells seemed to increase 
along with our anxieties. Quite a weird 
feeling watching the high tech depth 
gauge move from 177 metres to - — 
(over 1,000 metres). It did this many 
times as we were obviously straddling 
the shelf.

blood and guts as Tom went mental 
with the winch handle, trying to follow 
the chefs instructions to kill it quick 
and bleed it. What isolation and “the 
sea” can do.
Sydney was only 80 miles (it had been 
only 80 miles for hours), but we were 
heading out to sea, tacking, as the 
winds had gone more to the west and 
the seas, yet again, were building. 
Another cold and wet night then after 
daybreak, Botany Bay was sighted 
before tacking to sea again.

It was mid-moming before South Head 
loomed above our bow. Through the 
pouring rain and heavy seas, we 
sailed into Sydney Harbour. At midday, 
we were delighted to be weaving 
through hundreds of craft, out on the 
Harbour with their Sunday sailors.

We were feeling on top of the world 
as we berthed at CYC (Cruising Yacht 
Club of Australia) Rushcutters Bay. 
Our yacht being owned by the 
Commodore of Royal Brighton gave 
us celebrity status (almost).

Brindabella and a billion dollars worth 
of craft made for fascinating 
inspections and sent the mind 
fantasizing - again. There is much to 
tell, but little to do with yachting so buy 
PJ and me a beer and maybe we'll tell 
you.
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We survived the night and although we 
were all there to ski, there was not a

Leo and Lauren, Wayne and I all made 
it safely up the mountain - eventually. It 
was late at night before we entered the 
lodge and I was keen to get inside - as 
soon as someone else turned on as 
many lights as possible. The shadows 
that lurk in the dark have the potential 
to hide unspeakable horrors.

When Leo proposed another visit to the 
cursed “House of Hotham”, I was 
extremely dubious about the wisdom £ 
of agreeing to revisit this eerie scene 
with it's menacing forces, amorphous 
inhabitants and the potential for 
unimaginable horror.

The ski season didn’t get any better and 
as August drew on, the whole idea of 
that long trip to a snowless ski lodge 
held no appeal. I decided that if the 
snow didn’t come soon, the trip was 
going to be cancelled and had started 
making other plans for the weekend 
when the weather turned nasty and 
very, very cold. It was snowing. Was this 
a good omen or was it something else, 
some force beyond my control, trying 
to tempt me back. Back to the “House 
of Hotham"? I was powerless to resist. 
I packed my ski gear and my boyfriend 
and headed back again. What awaited 
me this time?

X. snow flake in
A sight. I was reminded 

\j< J of that saying “not a 
snowflakes chance in 

hell" and shuddered.

We spent the weekend eating, resting, 
sleeping, walking, playing in the mud 
and drinking - but not skiing. Why had 
there been so much snow last year but 
absolutely nothing now? Was it El Nino 
or something more sinister?

The trip home was long, made longer 
by the thought of the distance we had 
traveled to get to a ski lodge with no 
snow. What had caused all the snow to 
disappear?

Believing that the forces of good would 
triumph over evil, I decided to take the 
plunge and sign up for not only one 
weekend, but two. The first in June, the 
second at the end of August / early 
September.

The same eerie feeling as last year had 
begun to settle over VSAG and 
numbers for the June weekend dropped 
off until once again, only Leo and I 
remained. As a bolster to my flagging 
spirits, I invited my boyfriend along 
hoping that his strong religious 
background would act as a barrier to 
this evil cloud that was once more 
descending on the “House of Hotham".

9^soOTlu-ij xnmsts
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When we arrived at the lodge, our room 
was ready for us, there were several 
other people already there and the feel 
of the place was quite different. I 
became pensive. Wondering. What had 
changed?

More people arrived. The lodge quickly 
filled and there was much hustle and 
bustle as meals were prepared, dishes 
washed and dried, pots and pans put 
back into cupboards and drawers. Lots 
of people and lots of noise. When the 
lodge was nearly full to the brim and 
almost everyone who was coming, had, 
the bottles and cans were cracked open 
and the stories started flowing along 
with the alcohol.

The night wore on and the more serious 
spirits were bought out. The strong 
odour of moonshine and the sweet 
scent of butterscotch schnaps soon 
permeated the lodge and the 
assembled group became noisier and 
noisier. The conversation degenerated, 
the stories became more ribald, the 
alcohol fumes wafted around and 
around the lodge and the heavy feeling 
that had hung over the "House of 
Hotham” for so long seemed to have 
been lifted.

I realised then that the curse of the 
“House of Hotham" no longer existed. 
The evil spirits had been exorcised and 
the only thing that was needed to 
perform this ancient and mysterious 
ritual was to get a large enough group 
of VSAGers together, wine them, dine 
them, ply them with alcohol and wait for 
their true spirits to shine through and

There is no evil force in the known 
universe that can conquor the 
indomitable spirit of a large group of 
VSAGers in full swing.

scare the bejabbers out of those nasty 
spirits.

As this realisation descended on all 
and sundry, a great feeling of euphoria 
took over and the weight of the world 
was lifted from our little lodge and its 
inhabitants. We felt light headed 
(nothing to do with the alcohol) and 
there was a general consensus that 
we would all feel much, much better if 
we pelted the neighbouring lodges 
with snowballs. The fact that it was 
3:00 am made it just that much more 
exciting and so with a few well aimed 
lobs, all the remaining evil spirits were 
sent hurling into the distance, never 
to return providing we remember the 
only way to keep them at bay is to 
outnumber the little bastards, ensure 
our spirits (not the bottled type) are 
stronger than them and make enough 
noise the wake the dead.

After ridding ourselves of the bad 
guys, we all had a fabulous weekend 
skiing - no broken bones, cuts, bruises 
or speeding fines. A wonderful time 
was had by all even if some can’t 
remember too much about it.

So now it’s up to you VSAGers. Next 
__ year, when the Mt Hotham 

ski trip is again proposed, 
/ s_the lives of those who

will be in your^ads. 

____________
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Find 5 animals in these sentences.

i

1
2
3
4
5

Give the imp a large brandy.
Have a holiday on a German lake. 
Watch out for he suspects you. 
Place the saucepan the right way up. 
Make sure that it’s level and true.

page ig
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Andy Mastrowicz

As with all VSAG events a lot of hard 
work and effort goes into making them 
happen. So given the response to 
recent events I wasn’t surprised when 
only 7 couples and families booked to 
take up the weekend (7lh and 8lh 
September) package at WamambooL 
This was VSAG's 2nd Whale Watch trip 
to Warmambool to get a close up look 
at these giants of the sea.

We had planned to leave Melbourne 
around Friday lunchtime arriving mid 
afternoon in time to get late afternoon 
glimpse, reports had been good with 
around 12 whales in the area. As usual 
that was not to be as I had to go in to 
work and didn't get away till early 
afternoon. A quick rummage in the 
bottom draw for some knickers and 
socks, we finally left home around 
3:30pm, Gail and I had a leisurely drive 
down to Warrnambool, luckily missing 
the peak hour traffic whilst navigating 
the massive road works between 
Melbourne and Geelong. Arriving at the 
Sundowner around 7.00 pm. we were 
greeted by some of the VSAGers 
already there relaxing around the Piano 
Bar with a drink (or two). As more of 
our group arrived, and the bar became 
crowded we moved over to the comfy 
armchairs around the open log fire to 
catch up and chatt before moving into 
the Dining Room.The Seafood Buffet 
could only be described as sumptuous 
and worth the trip on its own. It was 
teeming with Prawns, Oysters, Mussels,

Fish, Calamari, the specialty being the 
locally supplied Portland Bay Bugs 
etc., etc., not to mention the wonderful 
Seafood Chowder as a starter. I must 
add that it was very enjoyable to sit 
and listen to the Piano player who 
provided the entertainment for most of 
the evening.

Gail and I left the VSAGers to dine 
together whilst we caught up with 
Christine & Russell (my Sister and 
Brother-in-Law) for dinner at the next 
table. Chris and Russell are the 
resident Managers of the Sundowner 
Mid City Motel, where we stayed. The 
evening was spent chatting and 
catching up on the past 6 months over 
several of bottles of wine, before we 
knew it the evening was over and it 
was time to have a bit of shut-eye. The 
accommodation was excellent and we 
wanted for nothing.

Saturday morning saw everyone up 
early in the Dining Room to enjoy a 
hearty buffet breakfast and watch as 
the wind and weather gradually 
deteriorated outside. Everyone 
seemed content to sit around for next 
couple couple of hours just chatting. 
Eventually we loaded ourselves into 
several cars and were off to Logans 
Beach to do a bit of Whale Watching, 
Sure enough we were rewarded by 
being able to see a couple of pods of 
Whales despite the gale force winds 
and high chill factor. Fortunately it was

^Tldiate Watching Weekend
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offshore and kept the surface flat in the 
area where the whales frolicked. The 
rain was looming but held off for a little 
while.

supermarket again for a second batch 
of ingredients The natives were getting 
restless and demanded more this home 
brew Baileys - with the second batch 
made just a tad stronger, the noise level 
went higher and everyone had a ball. 
A couple of the boys finally had enough 
and left leaving some excuse about 
football scores adjourned to the pub 
(they did come back a little later though) 
- although both Scotty and Alan lasted 
the whole time - Gail was most 
impressed!

Scotty took a couple of photos to prove 
that the VSAG lads actually did attend 
a Tupperware party - Gail says that she 
often has males along to the 
demonstrations, and they make the best 
audience as they are always really 
interested (although none would admit 
to it though).

By the time the 2 and a bit litres of home 
brew Baileys was drunk, most of 
Saturday afternoon had gone too, We 
were left with 'A hr to freshen up and 
get down to the lounge and relax in front 
of the open fire once again, enjoying 
an ale or two before going into the 
Dining room to enjoy a lovely Dinner. 
Another late night, and then off to bed.

Sunday morning saw everyone up to 
breakfast, a yarn or two, and then 
everyone went their separate ways - 
some to view the Museum, others to 
take a last look at the Whales and 
others to have a pleasant drive back to 
Melbourne. Gail and I topped the 
weekend off with a visit (and lunch) at 
my parent's house at Ocean Grove, and 
then drove home to Melbourne. Now 
that this weekend is over, our 
renovations start at home on Monday

I never tire of watching these 
magnificent creatures frolicking in the 
water, and it was an added bonus to be 
able to see the calves with their 
mothers. Finally, we dragged ourselves 
away from the whales at Logans Beach 
and drove to Port Fairy where we 
walked along the fishermans wharf just 
before the clouds let go. We took 
shelter in a local cafe where we all dug 
in for the duration. Lunch was next on 
the agenda, and considering it was 
rather wet and ordinary outside, we 
opted to stay in the cafe and enjoy their 
hospitality and good food.

It was during lunch that several of the 
VSAGers better halves reminisced over 
what one once did at Tupperware 
parties 20 years ago.and putting this to 
Gail who suggested a Baileys Party 
might keep everyone entertained given 
the weather was deteriorating rapidly. 
So it was off back to Warnambool 
stopping at the supermarket on the way 
to collect a couple needed to make the 
Baileys. As our accommodation had 2 
rooms, we had more than enough room 
to accommodate the female members 
guests”. The big surprise was that the 
Mighty VSAG males decided that they 
wanted to see what the girls did at these 
“Tupperware Parties" so they all came 
along too (I think it was more that they 
wanted to try the home-made Baileys). 
There was a lot of talking, 
demonstrating, and laughing during the 
demonstration and it was capped off 
with everyone drinking the Baileys - so 
much so that I sent down to the
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morning - so I think I will be a little tied 
up from now till Xmas working on the 
house.

Questions I am still pondering -
■ Why was Jan on the bed with ski 

gloves on her feet ?
• What was the wrist motion that Chris 

Luxford was demonstrating late 
Saturday night using a stubby ?

• What did Gail teach the girls at the 
Tupperware party, that also used the 
Quick Shake, and caused a lot of 
giggling (from the boys as well as 
the girls) ?

• What are the “heavy breathers' that 
everyone was talking about at 
Dinner on Saturday night ?

■ What was Ted doing when the lid to 
the stubby came off ?

Unfortunately you will all have to wait 
to find out the answers - next time you 
will just have to come along on our 
weekends away to find out what goes 
on, and what good fun you missed II

Thanks to the June & Bob Scot, Chris 
& Peter Vleugel, Chris & Ross Luxford, 
Jan & Ted Comish, Jude, Alan & Chris 
Storen and the Jacoby family for one 
of the most enjoyable and memorable 
weekends away, I’ve had in a long 
time.

PS Gail has the Baileys recipe if anyone wants 
a copy.

Japan kills 158 whales : 
in the name of science

the head of the fishery agency.
The fleet took 100 minke whales, 

50 Bryde’s whales and eight sperm 
whales. This was a substantial 
Increase in the number of Bryde’s 
and sperm whales, which are des­
ignated as protected species by 
many countries.

Japan Is a signatory to a mora­
torium on commercial whaling 
that has been In place since 1987, 
but It continues to kill about 500 of 
the mammals each year in the 
name of research.

The quarry brought in on Tues-
„ *T be sold at high prices to 

restaurants and supermarkets.sustain the nation’s whaling 
Industry, out guvcmmcaii uiuuiua 
congratulated the harpoon fleet 
and vowed to protect Its activities.

“We are committed to continue 
the whaling program because 
our research benefits the 
marine resources of the entire 
world," said Yoshiaki Watanabe,

Japanese whalers received a hero’s 
welcome this week when they 
returned to port from a three- 
month “scientific" hunt with 158 
whole carcases that will be sold as 
gourmet meat and blubber.

Government officials presented 
bouquets to the 180 crew of the 
Nisshln Maru, the lost of a six- 
vessel fleet to return from a con­
troversial hunt In the north-west 
Pacific.

Conservation groups claim that The qi 
Japan’s research kills are a front to day will 

the nation’s whaling rc=t-^L.„_______r_
Industry, but government officials According to the Japan Whaling 
congratulated the harpoon fleet Association, more than 2500 

...j.i__ tonne3 of whale meat were con­
sumed In the country last year, and 
the wholesale Industry is esti­
mated to be worth $US31 million 
($A60 million) a year.

GUARDIAN
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Bid to end 
the Miller

Whale to 
be beached

mystery
By DANIEL FOGGO
LONDON

Fifty-seven years after American 
big-band leader Glenn Miller disap­
peared during a wartime flight 
from England to France, a British 
diving team will try to find his last 
resting place.

The diving team that in May 
recovered the body of speedster 
Donald Campbell — who was killed 
while trying to break the world 
water speed record in 1967 — from 
the wreckage of his Jet boat Blue­
bird will be re-formed to scour the 
English Channel for the wreckage 
of Miller’s aircraft.

The divers are being recruited by 
Mike Rossiter, the BBC producer 
whose film crew spent months 
working with a diving team search­
ing for the Bluebird.

After Mr Rossiter’s program A 
British Legend: The Search for Blue­
bird was screened on British tele­
vision earlier this year, he was 
contacted by a fisherman who 
claimed to know the location of 
Miller’s aircraft

“It appears that this fisherman 
has trawled up part of Miller’s plane 
and so knows where it is to within a 
pretty small area,” a member of the 
project team said.

Miller, famed for Swing-era 
classics including In the Mood and 
Chattanooga Choo-choo, dis­
appeared in December, 1944.

The band leader’s sister-in-law, 
Ann Miller, who lives In Kent, said: 
“Nobody has ever found him, and 
each time they try it Is mentally 

I upsetting for us.” TELEGRAPH

The carcase of a dead southern right 
whale, which became a tourist 
attraction off the South Australian 
coast last month, will be towed 
ashore south-east of Goolwa. ¥

Transport SA said it expected the 
carcase would decompose at the 
remote location within weeks.

Spokesman Arndrae Luks said 
beaching the whale was the only 
option left to authorities as the it was 
continuing to pose a risk to shipping 
and pleasure craft.

The whale turned up off Cape 
Jervis last month and sparked a 
boom in local tourism as hundreds 
of people paid to be taken to the area 
to see white pointer sharks feed on 
the blubber.

On Monday Transport SA towed it 
further out to sea and used explos­
ives to blow a large hole in its side to 
allow sharks and other marine crea­
tures to consume the meat more 
quickly.

But Mr Luks said weather patterns 
continued to carry the carcase into 
shipping lanes. AAP
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By GABRIELLE COSTA
STATE POLITICAL REPORTER

A flawed system of boat registration at 
VicRoads is allowing stolen boats to be 
re-registered and then sold, an MP has 
told State Parliament

Thieves are applying to alter regis­
tration details without the consent of 
the craft’s rightful owner, State Oppo­
sition transport spokesman Geoff 
Leigh recently told parliament — and 
the changes are legal.

VicRoads has admitted it regularly 
receives transfer details “out of 
sequence” and processes re­
registration applications without an 
acknowledgement of sale by the boat’s 
owner.

Once the registration details have 
been amended, the boat can be sold to 
a third party. The original owner then 
loses legal claim, Mr Leigh said, citing 
a case in which an $18,000 boat was 
sold without permission.

That boat, originally owned by 
Geoffrey Scott, had been placed for 
sale with a company called The Boat 
Brokers, then legally sold to a third 
party without Mr Scott’s consent. <

Owners 
left high 
and dry in 
boat scam

Mr Leigh said the third party had "4 
certificate that says he is the boat’s 
licensed owner, yet in reality it was 
stolen, along with many others” in 4 
scam netting between $100,000 and 
$200,000.

Police said about a dozen peoplq 
were victims of the scam, in which 
boats were sold on consignment with? 
out the owners receiving the proceeds;

The Boat Brokers, run by Steve Allenj 
has gone out of business and Mr Allen 
has disappeared, Mr Leigh told Parlia? 
ment. ‘

VicRoads has defended the way ii 
processes registration changes. 4 
spokeswoman said that in cases where 
changes to registration details were 
sought without proof of the owner's 
consent, "it is usually an administrate 
ive oversight by the parties to thq 
transaction”. "

She acknowledged that Mr Scott had 
not approved the transfer to The Boat 
Brokers, yet the broker on-sold th£ 
vessel to Applied Machinery, in whose 
name the boat is now legally regisi 
tered. "

Mr Scott said VicRoads was "trying 
to pass the buck". He said someone 
else now owned his boat, "and I hatj 
no say in it at all". »
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Aquarium recovers from leg:
By FARAH FAROUQUE

Melbourne Aquarium has over­
come the blight of legionnaires* 
disease to take out a top category 
at the Victorian Tourism Awards.

The aquarium was named last 
night as the state’s best major 
tourist attraction in the peer- 
judged awards.

The accolade completes a 
remarkable recovery for the venue 
after a deadly outbreak of legion­
naires' disease in April last year.

The aquarium, which marked its 
first anniversary in January, was 
visited by 920,000 people in its 
first year.

Tourism Minister John 
Pandazopoulos said the annual 
awards were an opportunity for 
Victorian tourism operators to 
showcase their Increasingly high 
standards.

Unlike Queensland, he said, Vic­
toria could not rely only on natu­
ral attractions to boost tourism.

"We have to sell a quality experi­
ence," he said. "We’re the state 
that pushes higher standards.”

Takings from tourist accommo­
dation In Victoria rose 10.2 per 
cent in the year to March to a total 
of $836.5 million, according to 
recent Australian Bureau of Stat­
istics figures.

There were also 1.6 million 
international arrivals at Mel­
bourne Airport in the last financial 
year.

Victoria’s ambitious bld to 
become a "gateway to Australia" 
was given a fillip with confir­
mation that Philippine Airlines 
would fly three times a week from 
Manila to Melbourne, starting In 
October. This represents 420 extra 
scats to Melbourne.

Mr Pandazopoulos said the 
move would help attract "price- 

f sensitive" Aslan group travellers.
Other winners in last night’s 

awards included the Melbourne 
Museum (best tourism develop­
ment project), Portland Maritime 
Discovery centre (heritage and 
cultural tourism) and the Luke 
House at Duylesford (tourism res­
taurant).

r •
[err
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and hooks a top award
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Big fish: The Melbourne Aquarium, left, which 
attracted 920,000 visitors in its first year, was 
named as the state's major tourism attraction 
in the peer-judged Victorian Tourism Awards 
last night. Polperro Dolphin Swims, above, at 
Blairgowrie, was inducted into the 
environmental tourism hall of fame, while 
Domaine Chandon Australia, below left, in the 
Yarra Valley, won the tourism wineries award. 
The Queenscliff Music Festival, below, was 
voted the most significant regional festival and 
event.
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that vote 
the misuse

Bi SIMON MANN
EUROPE CORRESPONDENT

Australia's and New Zealand’s plan 
for a South Pacific whale sanctuary 
-I the world’s third such safety zone 
-4 went before the International 
Vmoling Commission In London last 
night against a backdrop of sniping 
bjt member nations.

The proposal was the first key Item 
that the 38 commission nations were 
debating after Monday's session was 
dominated by procedural Issues, in 
which Iceland’s bid for readmission 
to the international body was

Seated debate
j|pan accuses Australia 
^"bullying” nations to 
support the proposal.

that It be allowed to resume com­
mercial whaling. The commission 
rejected Iceland's bld by 19 votes to 
three, with 16 abstentions.

The vote, led by Australia and the 
United States, sparked angry 
exchanges when New Zealand 
revisited accusations that Japan was 

Juylng" the votes of poorer nations 
with foreign aid.

Conservation Minister Sandra I^e, 
who raised the issue without specifi­
cally naming Japan, introduced 
a resolution calling for transparency 
in all commission negotiations 
and told the meeting ' 
buying smacked of *Ytl

of political influence by wealthy 
nations’’.

A key member of Japan’s commis­
sion delegation, Masayukl Komatsu, 
rejected the allegations, saying that 
New Zealand and Australia had used 
"bullying” and even financial 
Inducements to push their whale 
sanctuary proposal.

Mr Komatsu was supported by 
AntigUa and Barbuda's com­
missioner, Daven Joseph, who 
accused Australia of exerting undue 
pressure on the Caribbean nation.

"Very recently a representative 
from the Australian delegation along 
with a representative from Tonga

whale sanctuary
visited my capital trying to Influence 
the way I would vote. That Is 
Intimidation. That is vote buying," 
he said.

But Australia's chief com­
missioner, Howard Bamsey, denied 
the claims.

"I must totally reject any sugges­
tion that Australia's recent visit to 
the Caribbean involved anything 
untoward like intimidation, Mr 
Bamsoy told the meeting.

He said Australia's visit to the 
Caribbean had been to put its case 
for a South Pacific sanctuary, and to 
explain the economic benefits that 
would flow from such a haven.

. The proposed 50 million square 
kilometre haven, which would run 
east from Australia to the Pitcalms, is 
backed by a string of island nations, 
but Is fiercely opposed by several 
countries, led by Japan and Norway, _ ,
who are pushing for the 1986 ban on rejected by a majority vote.

The move, which Iceland 
denounced as "illegal”, could make 
It more difficult for pro-whaling 
countries to overturn the commer-

commerdal whaling to be over­
turned.

Japan has described the sanctuary 
proposal as "frivolous” and was set ____________________________
to challenge the plan at the commis- cial ban during a keenly anticipated 
sion’s annual meeting in a debate debate this week.
expected to last several hours. But lceland Wt the commission nine 
supporters say the move Is necessary yMr5 ag0 |n prolest at ka antl. 
to protect endangered species that whallng stance. It reapplied for 
have been hunted to near extinction. membershlp last month but Insisted
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Happenings / Events / Happenings / Events /

Car Rally and BBQ 
Sunday 23 September

Then join us at Joseph Harris Park for a BYO BBQ lunch. 
There's a pavilion, some seats, a (kids) play ground and room 

to run around.

Fun day for everyone. Prizes for the winners 
Contact Peter Vleugel on 9787 1284 or 5974 3191

11am check-in to pick up RALLY PACKAGE 
at McDonald's Car Park

Nepean Highway, Momington (near Cnr Tyabb Road) 
(note changed check-in venue)

Come along and enjoy a picturesque drive 
through the beautiful 

Momington Peninsula, including Arthurs Seat, Red Hill, 
Merricks and Mt Martha
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that b why ho askod 
for tho water. The 
shock of soolng tho 
gun curod him 
quicker.

Sums of this typo must have tho following 
rules applied:
Work out tho different parts of tho calculation 
In tho following order: 0 bracketed pieces take 
top priority, then como multiplications and 
divisions, and addition and subtraction take 
place last.
Therefore:
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of a show

n.w« AUM MHO"Star tum: A toutham right whale breaches at Logan't Beach, Warmambool, at It and Its companions entertain their onshore fans.

By AMANDA DUNN

I

£<5^%^

Giant entertainers put^^ 
on a whale

On a brisk, mid-winter morning 
just off Logan's Beach at 
Warrnambool, gargantuan black 
forms rise to the surface of the 
water and gracefully break through, 
their 15-metre, 50-tonne bodies 
arching through the air.

Every winter, southern right 
whales (so named because early 
whalers regarded them as the 
"right'' whale to hunt, as they 
swam close to the shore and were 
sluggish) make their way up to the 
south coast of Australia from their

summer home in Antarctica.
When they reach the wanner 

waters, they mate or give birth to 
the calves they have been gestating 
for the past 11 months. Most will 
breed only once every three years.

This year, said Nan Adams, 
manager of Warrnambool’s Visitor 
Information Centre, a pod of six 
whales — four adults and two 
calves — has been frolicking off 
Logan's Beach, to the delight of 
onshore spectators.

One of the largest and rarest 
animals on Earth, the southern 
right whale was once hunted

SH

and weigh about five tonnes at 
birth — before heading back to the 
chillier waters of their summer 
home. The mothers produce about 
600 litres of milk a day.

This particular pod appears to be 
unusually extroverted, thrilling the 
crowds with flipping, diving, and 
just plain showing off. The modern 
whale's repertoire of tricks is 
extensive, including everything 
from a "body roll" (which involves 
flipping over and swimming on 
their backs, bellies and Tins in the 
air) to the more classical “(ail 
lobbing", where they flick their

end of June and will probably stay 
for another six to eight weeks, Ms 
Adams said. During that time, the 
females will nurse their calves — 
which are five to six metres long

a

almost to the point of extinction, 
but numbers are now steadily 
increasing.

This year they arrived near the

M The southern right whale 
was once hunted almost to 
the point of extinction. ”

distinctive forked tails out of the 
water and then slap them down, 
creating a huge splash.

But the real party piece — one for 
the truly mobile mammal — is 
called "breaching", when they leap 
out of the water, twist and then 
crash back into the sea, making a 
huge noise and a spectacular 
splash.

And the insatiable crowd, gaping 
and gasping on the foreshore, waits 
for more. Such is the burden of 
being big and beautiful
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ComedyCornerComedyCornerComedyCorner

The sooner you fall behind, the more time you'll 
have to catch up.

I Intend to live forever - so far, so good.
Join the Army, meet Interesting people, kill them.
If Barbie Is so popular, why do you have to buy 
her friends?
Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked 
Into Jet engines.

24 hours In a day ... 24 beers In a 
case...coincidence?

Dancing Is a perpendicular expression of a 
horizontal desire.

Boycott shampool Demand the REAL pool
Who Is General Failure and why Is he reading my 
hard disk?

What happens If you get scared half to death 
twice?

I used to have an open mind but my brains kept 
falling out.

I couldn’t repair your brakes, so I made your horn 
louder.

Why do psychics have to ask you for your name?
If at first you don't succeed,destroy all evidence 

that you tried.

If at first you don't succeed, then skydiving 
definitely Isn't for you.

A conclusion Is the place where you got tired of 
thinking.

Experience Is something you don't get until just 
after you need it.

The colder the X-ray table, the more of your body 
Is required to be on It.

The hardness of the butter Is proportional to the 
softness of the bread.

The severity of the Itch Is proportional to the reach.

To steal Ideas from one person Is plagiarism; to 
steal from many is research.

The problem with the gene pool Is that there Is no 
lifeguard.

A clear conscience Is usually the sign of a bad 
memory.
If you must choose between two evils, pick the one 
you've never tried before.
A fool and his money are soon partying.
Plan to be spontaneous tomorrow.

If you think nobody cares about you, try missing a 
couple of payments.
Drugs may lead to nowhere, but at least It's the 
scenic route.
I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize.
Borrow money from pesslmlsts-they don't expect It 
back.
Half the people you know are below average.
89 percent of lawyers give the rest a bad name.

42.7 percent of all statistics are made up on the 
spot.

A conscience Is what hurts when all your other parts 
feel so good.
If you want the rainbow, you gotta put up with the 
rain.
All those who believe In psychokinesis raise my 
hand.
Early bird gets the worm, but the second mouse 
gets the cheese.
I almost had a psychic girlfriend but she left me 
before we met.
OK, so what's the speed of dark?

How do you tell when you're out of Invisible Ink?
If everything seems to be going well, you have 
obviously overlooked something.

Depression Is merely anger without enthusiasm.
When everything Is coming your way, you're In the 
wrong lane.
Ambition Is a poor excuse for not having enough 
sense to be lazy.
Hard work pays off In the future. Laziness pays oft 

now.
Everyone has a photographic memory. Some just 

don't have film.

For those of you not familiar with the work of Steven Wright, he's the guy who once said: *1 woke up 
one morning and all of my stuff had been stolen...... and replaced by exact duplicates.'

<t\0’e

A FEW j^WORDS FROM THE VISIONARY STEVEN WRIGHT
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ComedyCornerComedyCornerComedyCorner
IT P05ITI0HS RURILRBLEMedicart Revenge

The man Bald "Wil you watch us have sexual 
Intercourse?"

The old man replied "We're not trying to find 
anything out She's married and we can't go to her 
house. I’m married and we can't go to my house. 
The Sheraton charges $90 and the Hilton charges 
$108. We do it here for $82, and I get $68 back 
from Medicare. j

A couple, both aged 70, went to a sex therapists 
office. The doctor asked "What can I do for you?"

This happened several weeks in a row. The couple 
would make an appointment, have intercourse with 
no apparent problems, pay the doctor and then 
leave.

The doctor looked puzzled, but agreed. When the 
couple finished, the doctor said, "There's nothing 
wrong with the way you have Intercourse" and 
charged them $82 for the session.

Five cannibals get appointed as programmers In 
an IT company. During the welcoming ceremony 
the boss says: "You’re all part of our team now.

You can earn good money here, and you can go 
to the company canteen for something to eat. So 
don't trouble the other employees".

The cannibals promise not to trouble the other 
employees.

The cannibals disavow all knowledge of the missing 
cleaner. After the boss has left, the leader of the 
cannibals says to the others: "Which of you Idiots 
ate the cleaner?"

A hand raises hesitantly, to which the loader of the 
cannibals says: "You fooll For four weeks we’ve 
been eating Team Leaders, Managers, and Project 
Managers so no-one would notice anything, and 
you have to go and eat the cleaner!" (•'%/

Finally the doctor asked "Just exactly what are you 
trying to find out?"

Fotz weeks later the boss returns and says: "You're 
all working very hard, and I'm very satisfied with 
all of you. One of our cleaners has disappeared 
however. Do any of you know what happened to 
her?"

Whale just won’t sink
blow through a half­
metre concrete wall.

But Instead of opening 
up a hole that would fill 
with water and sink it, the 
explosion made a tiny 
dent. The whale's 
buoyant blubber and oil- 
filled bones absorbed the 
rest of the impact and 
yesterday the carcase was 
still bobbing around.

Experts estimate the 
whale, left unexploded, 
would have taken four 
months to rot. This 
week’s explosion has 
reduced the 
decomposition period to 
several weeks.

PENELOPE DEBELLE

More Revenge I

A high school English teacher reminds her class 
of tomorrow’s final exam.
“Now class, I won’t tolerate any excuses for you 
not being there tomorrow.
I might consider a nuclear attack or a serious 
personal injury or illness, or a death In your 
immediate family - but that’s It, no other excuses 
whatsoever I"

A smart-arse guy in the back of the room raises 
his hand and asks, “What would you say if 
tomorrow I said I was suffering from complete and 
utter sexual exhaustion?"
The entire class does its best to stifle their laughter 
and snickering.

When silence is restored, the Teacher smiles 
sympathetically at the student, shakes her head, 
and sweetly says, *Well, I guess you’d have to write 
the exam with your other hand."

Fierce white pointer 
sharks have attacked it for 
more than a week and on 
Monday evening the 
South Australian bomb 
squad tried to make it go 
away, but a southern right 
whale off the coast 
remains deflandy afloat.

For the first week after 
its death from unknown 
causes, the huge whale 
was a tourist attraction off 
Cape Jervis. Hundreds of 
locals and visitors 
chartered boats to watch 
up to 20 white pointer 
sharks feeding from it.

Last weekend police 
divers inserted explosives 
of a strength sufficient to
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Dive Calendar
TimeDC Phone

5974 3191

Leo

John L

Andy

9:30

Andy25

dive calendar subject to change - please check details with dive captains

DIVE CHECK IN TIMES

Divers 6:00 pm to 7:00 pmBoat Owners 5:00 to 6:00 pm

Date Event 
Location

Meeting 
Point

14
18
28

BOOKINGS CLOSE AT 7:00 PM. DO NOT PHONE AFTER THAT TIME. 
DIVE CAPTAIN IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DIVER TO BOAT ALLOCATION.

9:30
10:00

Melbourne Cup 
General Meeting 
TBA

Ramsden (for PJ) 
VSAG Xmas Party 
90’ Sub

10:00
8:00pm 
9:30

9:00
8:00pm

11:00

8:00pm 
9:00

9727 2381 Flinders 
Bells Hotel

SEPTEMBER
15
20
23

QCTOBER
Nepean Wall (1 TANK) John L 
General Meeting 
Local Diving

NOVEMBER 
3-6 
15 
25
DECEMBER
2
7
9
16

9589 4020 New Haven
Bells Hotel

9809 0984 Flinders

9589 4020 Sorrento
Bells Hotel

9727 1568 Sorrento

9589 4020 Sorrento 
9417 7513

John L 
Helen
John Mills 9761 0960 Sorrento

Deep & Scallop dive John L 9589 4020 Sorrento
(oeal swim followed by BBQ I picnic lunch on foreshore)
Xmas at Jervis Bay Andy 9809 0984

Night Dive & BBQ Leo
Annual General Meeting 
Car Rally Peter V
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